The PEOPLE: 


RIGHT ro LC 


Or ALTERATION 'of GOVERMENT in Cometticwt, 


ARGUED. 


In a LETTER 


By Gerſi:m Bulkeley Eſq ; one of their Majclties jute gf the peace. , 
In the County of Hartford. G 


Together with a Letter to the aid 2 
from a Friend of his in the BAY. 

To which is added, The Writing delivered tg 7.1mes Rr:fſel of Cholofown: 
Eſq; warning him and others ys I uot to meet to Hold 4 urs 
at Cambridge, within the county of 
By Thomas Greaurs Eſq; Judge of their Moſt Inferior Court of Pleag * 
and one of their Majelties Juſtices of the peace within the faid County | 

And alio his ANSWER to Mr. Broadftreete and the Gentlemen mett at = 

Town-hufe in Byton concerning the ſame. | 
Publiſhed for the I;,formati.n & Sarisfadtign of their Mjefer boyel 
- ( bit onjed ) Snbjetts in NEW- ENGLAND. | 
"Fhilatdipoins Prirted by Atlignes of FPullians Bradford, Anne 1 5 T %. ! 
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Biſhop, William Jones & James Ficch, ard other the Worfhipful * 

Juſtrecs of 14.0 ſeverall Conhtity's: and any other whom it may vor 

em, afſſemblr». 0 at Barifords To adrefe concerning Kol ding of a one oF 
EleCtion by YVirrue of ar d according to thebete Pateut 

ET, ] Am at this time ( by reafon 6f bodily Infirmity ) unable to. wait” 

rpon you in 2 {uitable manner,” or- tb mamtzin diſcourſe as this | 

Necafion may requ::., or indced to write much, yer ( conſidering the Exi- . 

gency of the cale ) | v1 11t do what 1 can; & uy my {cle to you as followoth. 

A And 


6 & 0 the honorrble Robert Treat hy end to the Winſigfal Jet 
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And to prevent all prejudice againſt what.1 have to fay, I ſhall premiſe 
'thas much, Yiz. That tho' I was no. free-man of the Colony, yet l never 
was, nor am an Enemy to our ancient Charter-priviiedges, and could - 
| They now be regularly Recovered, I ſhould.tcjoice in #,- and.if I know any 
thing whereby to juſtify the.preſent proceeding, I ſhpuld not.conceal it; _ 
| but we muſt not doevill that goad may come. of it - * 
I am not at all ambitious of keeping ney place, it, is a, Burthen ,and no.. 
; Benefitto me; an orderly diſcharge will be iery welcome, and the ſooner . 
the better ; if I could abſolve wy ſelf fron- my oarh,, it had nor been to .. 
; Conow; ſothat I am under po Temptation on theſe acccounts. Tys. 
. _ onely the Truſt repoſed in me, and my reall defire of the Common good: 
' which puts me on, very well knowing, that nothirg but ill Wjll is.like to . 
be my reward. | 
Further, I am fenſible of mine inability to wade in thoſe great Aﬀaires, and 
would not abound in my own ſence, nor in-any iort take npon nor go about, 
to teach thoſe of whom T had need -tolearne; yet, Plus viae:it reals quam ocun 
lus. Many eyes ſee more than one: and a weak eye may chance 1o fee tinat 
Which a better over-looks. Ard I havirg. with others, ' ( tho much againſt 
| My own Inclination ) receivgd bis Majelties Commiſſion as a' Juſtice of the 
Peace for the CAnnty of Harrfora. and. having at that time taken the Oarbs, 
of Supremacy and Obedierce.. as alfo that ofa juſtice- for keeping of the 
{ Law, the Conſervaticn of the Peace, and ihe quiet ani good Government 
; "of the people, it did concern me to Conſider the Duty by theſe meanes ſo , 
| ſtronply bound upen me, and accordingly I have ſince that time, done my. 
+ Poor endeavoyr. to inforry my ſelf in the Laws,. that I might diſcern be- 
tween Right and Wrong for the good of the people. . 
Therefore, in ſence of my duty to. God, the King, your. ſelves, and .. 
all his Majeſties pood people hexe ( ſor-] am debtor 10 \ cu all, and am em- . 
barqucd in the ſame Bottom with you ; ard do accaunt it my Duty to ſeek 
the peace of the place. wh ere. live.) therefore ( 1 ſay ) I fall not ( 2nd ©. 
think, I ovght not) be wholly ſilent at this time. ber according to that lit- 
' Te which | have learned and obſerved,' I ſhall mcdeſt ly, and yet freely- & 
plainly, offer a few Canliderations to you which reſp<Ht the preſent Aﬀaire, 
defireing you neither to accept nor rejeft what ſay, becauſe- it comes— 
from me, but accoxdjpg to its own merit; for the matter in hand ſeems -. 
to me to be of very great Weight, and I befeech you to conſider and pone 
der it throughly before you engage in it, foraſmuch. as an Irregularity in. , 
this Proceeding, may be the. bcginning of great Calamity and Woe . 
to, tlus people, TD 
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The preſent Motion ſeems-to me to be not only iBegall, needleſs & unpro- 

* fitable, -but indeed very-criminal-dangerous and hurtful to us, -and that 
"upon theſe Conſiderations. . : : 

, Firſt, *Before youcan Reguhkarly ( or by Virtue of and according to your |, 
* Tate Patent ) hold a Court of Eleftion, you mult be -firſt Reſtored to your 
'former politick Capacity, whereby you were under the Name of His Ma- | 

. jeſties Governour and' Company of the Engliſh Colony of Cornetticorr, Per- 
«ſons able & capable in the Law to plead and be impleaded &c; and to Have, 
"Take, Require and poſleſſe Lands and other Hereditaments &c. of which, 
' tat Priviledge of Government was a principall one given by your Patent. | 

' For reaſon thus, If yeu do-now aſſume the Government, and proceed 
to-Eletion, you do it either in a. private and perſonal Capacity, or in a 
publick and politik Capacity, | ſuppoſe yon do not pretend to the Firſt, 

: Yor that is nor to do it according to yotir patent, and beſides it iscriminall. | 

For Subjefts in privare Capacity to take upon them to ſet up & exerciſe | 

' Government as they ſee cauſe, is dire Kevilion & Treaſon. Therefore yu {| 
TMuit do ir in a publick and p9olitick Capacity, bur this you cannor do call | 
you are reſtoreg to ſuch a Capacity, in which indeed you once were, but | 

- * now are not: which 1 thus prove from the Patent it (eIf. OY | 

Our late Soveraign King (51; the Second, did in the year 1 6 6 2. by 
tiis Lecters Pacents for hin felt. his Heires and Succeſſours, Ordaine & Con= | 
Ni: ue the therein named Patentees, & the then preſent & future Freemen &@. | 
| 


' Dae Body politick and Corporaie in faſt and Name, by the name* of; - | 
1/;s Govrauur wid Comprry of the Engliſh Colony of Conm#icut in News: 
'Erelw.d in Anicvicr;, and that by the ſame Name they and.thcir Succelſpurs 
' ſhall anct m2y Lace perpetuall Succellion, and ſhall & may be perſons able & 
capabic in h2 law to plead & be implcaded, to Anſwer & be Anſwered nn- 
to, to defcrrd & be defended in all Svirs, Ceuſes, Quarrels, Matters, Afti- , 
' ons and things 6f what kind and nature ſoeyer. And alſo :to Hare, Take, 
Foileile, Acquire and Purchaſe Lands, Tenements and Hereditaments &c. 
T his is the expreſle Letter of that-Chauſe of the Patent, whereby you were 
conitituced one body politick and Corporate, abl: and capable in the Law 
as aforeſiid ; and whereby alſo, you were by the n:!me of Governour and 
Company to have perpetual] Succeſſion, or to be .p-retrarcd-by annnall | 
ElcCcon, at leaſt, as tne Patent aſterwards ſhes, and upon this Clauſe'do 
all the privitedses afterwards-granted depend. 
*Bnt now you are not ſuch a Body politick and Corporate capable in Law {- 
as aforeſaid, for vou know, that by the late Tranſattion between his Maice | 
Ky and his thea Governour and Company of the late Colony of Connfticr, . 
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tal | | 
. the Goverment is changed and taken into his Majeſties hands, andthe late. 
Colony of Connetticct annexed to the Bay, the Governour and one of the 
' Aſſiſtants made and ſworn Councellours and Jndges under this new Go- 
f - vernment, the late Deputy-Governour and the reſt of the Aſſiſtants, made. 
_ & ſworn Juſtices in the ſeveral] Counties under the ſame n2w Government, 
| and this a year and a half agone : How legall theſe proceedings were we, 
need not now diſpute ; but this it is in fat: Hence there is no ſuch thing,” 
in fatt and name as the Governour and Company of the Colony of Connettr- . 
cut. And hence the Corporation is diſlolved and made incapable in the law 
to plead and be impleaded &c. or to have and take or poſſeſle any He- 
reditaments.; and conſequently incapable to Fake, ErcCtt and Excerciſe 
Government. For neither the Governour alone, nor the Company alone 
is the Corporation, nor capable to plead or be impleaded as ſuch, but the 
| Governour and Company together. If they Claime or Takes they muit 
Claime or Take together, if they Sue, they muſt Sue together, and. 
if they be ſued, they muſt be ſued together and not apart. Beſides, 
by the meanes aforeſaid the. Sncceſſion is interrupted and broken off, for Y 


; the ſame name of the Governgur & Company ol &c. you wtre to hare pet=, 
j petuall Succeſſion, and that Succeilion to be perpetuated by annuall Elefti= « 
; . On of the Governour, Deputy-Governour &c. which hath not been. There... 
.in your preſent ſtate yon are not Succeilours of the former Gorpg« 
ks and conſequently cannot taxe the priviledges untill reſtored to 
bx mer 'politick Capacity : and ( to add that ) you cannot reſtore 
gar ſelves to it, for that is inconliſtent with your SubjeCtion to the Su 
"Ar C POVY/ECr. . 
* By all this it doth appeare, That as there is no Governour, or Deputy= 
Governour to give Order for the Aſſembling of rhe Company, ( without 
which their Aſltzmbling for ſuch-an end is unlawful ) to tnere are no Free- 
men capatle of chooſing or of being choſen; for if there be nor a Corpora=-. 
tion c:p2bie, there cannot he capable Freemen of that Corporation: And 
if in th:s late you proceed to ElcCtion, there is no Freeiolder or free Sub- 
jeCt of £::-land belonging to this Late Colony, but hath as gaod a Right, 
& is as capable of Chooling as any of you, Þccauſe there is nothing to hin-, 
der it, and this the people ſee. Alſo there arc now no Allif ants enbaled by* 
Jawfull Authority { without which none may do it |} to take the Oath of the 
Governcur or Depaty- Governour when Choſen ; ail v-hich things the Pa- |. 
; tent doth exprefly require. 
All this {ems neceſſarily to follow from the very words of the Patent, 
and bow it can be ayoided 1 cannot ice : bur tat 1 inay not feem to vent 
| mx 
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my own Notfons onely, [I ſhall briefly give the words of-Sir- Paward Edgy 
as ſound a Lawyer and as great a-friend to the Erglyh SubjeQts Libertyes a+ 
ever Ergland knew, Jn the Caſe ( ſaith he ) of Mayor & Commenality ( whit « + 
. ts the ſame in cffcCt as Governour and Company ) Where there is no Mayor | 
the Commonality canrict make claim; becauſe they bave neither ability nor Capacity -' 
ra take or ſue any Attion, ([ Coke upon Lir. pag- 263.7] ſo that withont &- J 
*Governonr or Deputy Sovernonr. you cafinot ſo much as Claime the Go-- 
verninent by Law, much leife enter upon it. And therefore we ſee ' that | 
in the Patent, the King doth not Conlſticute onely a number of Freemen, ' 
and make them immediately capable to take ſuch and ſuch priviledges, and* _ 
Ziye them power- rudely to run together whenſoever ſome ſzCtious ſpirits * 
ſhall make a buſtle, and fo in a tumulc to chooſe them a Governour & Ma- - 
giltrates ; No, bur he firſt creates them a Body politick conſiſting of Goe - 
verour and Company, and by that. name makes them capable in Law to 
take the priviledges which he thereafter gives. And he himſelfe nominates- * 
aad appoints the firſt Governour-or Deputy- Governour for the time being, | * 
to give order for the Aſlembling of the Company upon all occaſions.( whe- 
ther for EleCtion or otherwiſe )and in ſuch orderly. manner gives them leave 
, to aſſemble as often as need requireth. * _— 
Secondly, ( Which doth alſo confirm the former ) Before you can hold , 
a_ Court of Eleftion according to the Patent, you. muſt have a General . , 
Court or Aſſembly conſtituted aceording to the Patent : the reaſe . be=! 
cauſe the Patent doth ordaine, that the Gavernour, Deputy-Govey kh 
Aſſiſtants &c. he annually choſen, not without, bur in the ſai& Senerall | 
Court: concerning this matter the King, in his Patent, ordains three things. 
* 1. That every Second Thurſday in May and Oftober ( or oftner if need, ' 
be ) there ſhall be a Generall Aſſembly. 2-. Thar this Generall Court or | 
Aſſembly, conſiſt of the Governour or Deputy-Governour,: and at leaſt ſix 
of the Aſſiſtants, and of the Freemen or their Deputyes. :.3-. Thar at leaſt 
once in every year ( Viz. ) on the ſecond Thurſday in May; the Governonr 
Deputy Governour & Aſſiſtants of the. ſaid Company and other Officers &c« 
ſhall be in the ſaid Generall Court and Aſſembly to be held from that- day 


—— 


or time newly choſen for the yeare enſueing Ke. Thus ſaith . the:ePatenr 


expreſly*:: But.you have now no Governour, Deputy Govetnour, ner Ale - 


liſtants, therefore can have no ſnch. Generall Court or Aſſembly-3 therefore 
can hold no Court of Eleftion by virtue of or according to your Patent, 
Examine the Patent and ſce &c. 


From thcle tivo Conſiderations it appears, that if you-do' proceed to E- 


l&&jon in your ; reſent ſtate, you will but deceive your ſclves and trons 
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'" 4 - ble the Country to no purpoſe : All that you will do, will be void in Law: 
” the Government you think to fet up will be but an imaginary Government, 
_ ſhadow wKhout a ſubſtance, *'Magiſtrates without Authority, for you can 
. « Rive them none, neither does the Patent give them'any. '*' A- Government 
| that cannot determine the Preſent Government, nor vacate the Commiſſions 
þ. that have been given-opt from the'King, and are ſtill in force, nor -exer- 
* -:£iſe any Authority to elfett.: for their Authority may: juftly.( yea, svght. 
_ fo. ). be denied by every one, and they -cahnot- enforce it, without Laws 
Jeſſe Uſurpation & Tyrannie. 2. You will but trouble your ſelves, for you 
-will be immediately liable to a Q»o-Warrao, and can give no account by 
-What Authority you do theſe arbitrary-things.  _ . To 
| "Thirdly, The-Governmear ,is now in the Kings hands, ( and here, that 
| =o perſon may.cavill, the word . King may be underſtood indefinitely for 
- *the King his Heires & Succeſſours, for the Heir-or Succeſſour' is King, when 
_ the Time of Sreceſſion js come. - But 1 ſay, The Government is now in the 
Kings hands, and it will be wiſdome to proceed ir} a regular. way, if you 
* deſire to recover it. For in regerU of-the dignity of his perſon, the King 
' has by Law a Prerogative above the Subje&t for the keeping of what he 
- -Hhath. "Hence, a man chay not.gnter vpon the King as he may upon his Fel- 
» -.. low ſubje& ; much loſſe may-he enicrupon the King-by Force. I-do not 
© now enter upon-that.Queſtion, Hyw far thoſe that are by and under tke Kg 
C entruſted with publick Power and Office, for the defence cf the L.rwes and the L:- 
.vertgnd of the Subju(t, may, in caſe, uf: force for that end , and the peofle m:der 
them af their Call an4 Command ; This is another Queltion, and not our caſe, 
"and thoſe that deſire fatisfaQtiag- may conſult thoſe that have writrea 
{ .weightily updn that Subjet. It is one ihing to defend the Lawes and Li- 
*berties of the Subjett. ' This ſome think ſo.e ray do, and"this-defends the 
> T"Government-. Bur it is anether. thing to ſubvert & change & take -palleſli- 
:on of the Government it ſelf, this none may do. &nd tho' ſome may ſay, 
* Bret the Government w illegally takgn into the Kings hand, and it 45 one of our great 
£:4:r1465 ; I ſhall ſay ſomething to that by and by. -, 
Therefore to let that Queſtion pale uncovcht. I faid that the SubjeCt may 
| "not enter.npon the-King with force: now you cinnat enter upon the 
-King in point of Government, but -it*is *with- force, ſor all power of 
” _Governinent implies force antecedent,” for the ſerting of ir up, and ccnco- 
mitant fot the Support and Defence of it, 'and-partly becauſe you cannot 
+do it in this way of EleQion without Muſtitude, whici: is Force in the jndg- 
ment of the Jaw, aſwell as. M:nus armate, or Force of Armes, ſo that if 
y00.do it, -It muſt neceſſarily be done-with force ; now to emer _ the 
4 + 
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King in point of Government with Force,” what is it but to invadethe- 


Crown? And Kings do account their Heads & Crownes to be very neare- 
_ each —_— ;. andthat he that attempts againſt the ane, attempts againſt 
the other. 

This Aﬀaire therefore:doth touch the Crowne, and nearly concerne your» 
Allegiance, and is worthy to be: well conſidered, for it is of dargerous con-" 
ſequence.; *ris dangerous-to thoſe that ſhall. Chooſe, and be Choſen, and Ac- 
cept ; dangerous to ail that fhall- any waies contrive, counſeii, abett or: 
canceale;{ tho- here is hardly reont for Concealing, (* A Cirry ſer on a Hill 
camo; be hid, .and theſe things-cannot be dure tn « Corner ) 'tis dangerous to- 
your. ſelves and Poſterity, yea dangerousto vs-all; . and-doth require more 


Skill in Law and ſtate affaires than isvery common among us, -io make the* - 


way plain to a ſafe proceeding init ; -for | cannot find that the Law doth. 
uſe any ſofter Language concerning ſach. Aftiens, than that of / «nwmirs, [n- 
ſarreftin1-, rebellious Riots, Sedition, Rebellion, -Freaſon, &c. 

: Gentlemen, I hope- you will be carcfull-to -keep at a due diflance: from 
ſach things -which- are wont- to be Birrerneſſe in the end, 'Tis an eaſy mats 


ter to run too farr ;. - And ihe- work is-wemt to be made of ſuch things 


when they come to Tryall. + | 


Fourthly, You may here conſider that-the Government was.not taken- 


into the Kings band. without your own Submiſhon, and -fome ſort ( atleaſt Y 
of Conſent ; whence poſſibly there was not ſo much-Illegatity in that pro- 
cezding as tome do. imagins.. - I was not perſonally acquainted with -thoſe - 
TranſaQtions, and therefore cannot undertake much in this ; but this I ſup- | 
poſe will not be denied; that if parties be:at Law-( whether King and-ſub-" 
jet, or. ſubje& and ſubjet and mitead of Randing a Tryal, they agree up-' 


on Conditions, and the Conditivns are pertormed, and fo the Attion be: - 
let:fall, this is not- illegall-: -and-if atterwards--either party be ' ſenſible. : 


of.inconveniency, will it be fair and honeſt for him to ſay it was ilicgall,' 


Ld 


&.thereupon breake his Agreement ? The /»babitant of the Holy Hill ſweurs»+ . 


to his on hart, and changeth nor, You were at kaw -with the King, and itg--. 


like you thought it would-be a-great Charge-to maintaine the Action, and it 
might go againſt you at laſt, & you ſhould be annexed to Yorke; and here- 


vpon you ſubmit to the Kings Wiſdome and: pleaſure, begging that you-. 


may be annexed to the-Bay; the King performs this condition, and lets fall - 
his Aftion, Demands the Government, and you yield-it up to him ; if now 

you finde it prejudiciall, you muſt /ay-your hand upm your mouth, and not take * 
at-again by force. We muſt not think to leave and take whe1 we pleale. 


Fifthly, None are allowed by the Law to be Judges in their own Caſe, 
| + oe. x : no 


j 


x [ 


LH... LL: | | 
' "no-nct the King himſelf - But if you proceed in this manner, you take upon 
yon, In your own caſe to judge the King, to condema and take. paſſſſion, 
which in reaſon wil] never be borne, for Princes are as tender of their 
| Preropgative as SubjeCts can be of their Liberties. | : | 
But to abate the Force of theſe Conſiderations, fome ſay, We heare there 
s no-King, Regall Power & Extirth, &c, I anſwer, tis no pleaſant Objefti- 
on or Subject to ſpcak to, but-yer the Neceſlity of the preſent time ſeems to 
| Tequire a word or two to prevent theſe unwiſe and unwary ſpecches which 
*do.not become Subj:C&s. Therefore I fay firſt, That Rumours are but a 
ſandy foundation to ground ſich aſſertions, or to change & bpild Govern- 
ment upon, we have yet noting of Record concerning the King. 2. This. 
+doth not help our caſe at all, for if it were indeed ſo, that the Sceptre 
Tere aeparted, you have then nothing ta do with rhe Patent; Tis onely the 
King's Govyernour and Company that hath Intereſt jn the Parent, and the 
- King grants it onely for Himſelfe, bis Heires and Succcſlours, if there be 
nonect theſe, your Patent and Eſtate in ir are.expircd without any more 
*to do. But, 3/y. The King is a Royall Body politjek. which.hath Suce. 
ceſſion whereby the Crown paſſeth not onely to heires by: $/02d, but to Sucs 
, »cefſours alſo; in which reſpect ir is ſaid, That in Judgement of Law, 
' The. KING never ayes. There is therefore allwaies. a ing. . 
( But'others fay, Hbas ſhall, we do ? there 1s ro Gomernment; the Governor , 
| who, the Head of it- us irrpriſontd, and bath Sprrcndred his Government, I an» 
{wer Ic is a very great, Erronr. and: proceeds from ignorance to-think that 
; ci | 


. 
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mo Governnient, & it contai Jes lo many inconvemencies & miſchiefs in its! 

| -&5, jt is:not ſafe to mentjon them? ſo:long as there is any -fupream power, 

+ Ehere muſt necds be .a Governmgnt. 2. The Governour 'is nat the Head. 

- -of the Government but the King. And.the Government is not his prop- 

! .perly and eriginally but the King's. The Governour is but a Miniſter of: 
the King in the Gqvernment, which Miniftry ic-is faid he hath ſurrendred 
:to be ſccured and' be diſpoſed of bz Orders that ſhall be received from the. 
* Crown of England. It will not become ns to prevent theſe Orders and dif- 

; Poſe of the Government otherwiſe vur ſ:lves; but ro acknowledege our 
Sybj:ction to that, Crown, az cnr Neighbours would da weil todo. 3. The. 
*Commiſiions of 1h» [ndges ard Jaftices of the ſeveral Connrics { the. 

! .Exccotion whereof is no {in2il part of Government ) arc. granted by the Goe ! 
vernour } ( its true ) buc no from the Gazernour. b4: from - the King, 

 -&are derived from the Crowne; it is nat ſrom an infcricur but from a. 

| *Snpreane p2vcr, ard tney do ll-continue in force, notwithſtanding the . 

* inmpriſonu;2nt or Surrender of the Goyernour:; for they are matters of 

l Record 

4 


SQ 
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xy Ew | a 
Record under the preat Seale of the Dominion, & cannot be robnterntand-" 
el without matter of Record of as high a nature. You may take one inſtarfce | 
from Charlcs the firſt his time, He was indeed the head of the Govern 

-ment'; bur yet notwithitanding the great Breach and long Warrs between 1 

him and his Parliament, and his long impriſonment after that, both to- * 

gether ) ſrom-42. to the end of 48. there was ſtill a Government, and ir ' 

was his Government, and exercited by the Kings Commillions as long as 
he lived, for they were not changed nor ſuperleded till a year after his 
death , as the Hiftories of thoſe times ſhew. So that notwithſtanding all 
the Rumours we have had from abroad, and the Overtures at home, there 

is a Government ſtill, to which we ought to ſaubmir 5 and that for Conſci- 

ence ſake. Let us not havecauſe to ſay, that rhere are none that will be governed. 

* Sixthly. I may defire you to conlider thoſe honoured Gentlemen who hal 

the Rule over you under the former Government, and are now alſo in 

-place nnder this Government, who I believe wonld hardly have accepted 

any Commiſſion under the preſent Government, bur for this end, that you 

might not be ſo much Ruled by ſtrangers as otherwiſe you might have heen, 

ard to prevent the miſeries that might follow thereupon : 1 am ſure that * 

- this was one principall Argument that they uſed with me, when they ſaw « 
*me ſo averſe as | was to Accept, and I think the end has been ſo far at- . 
tained, as that you ought with Thankfullneſs to acknowledge, that by this - 
meancs-you have eſcaped the greateſt part of thoſe grievances which others |; 
complain of, and not now ( you think you have the ſtaffe in your hand } 
to ride over their Conſciences who are under Oath ( from which neither © 
they nor you can abſolve them -) to execuretheit-Commullians, and to:tread: * 
"them down ns mire in the ftreets: The meaſure that you mete may. be 

- Meaſured to you again. Tis a *Iden-Rulhs That which you would that 

others ſhould do to you, do you the ſame to them 4 & do not recompence 

; *evil for good. 

Some | know refleft hard upon them for giving up the fermer Govern« 
ment; much like thoſe that reflet vpon 'old-father Adam ; buti will fo far: 
apologize for them, as to deſire you to-refle& upon your ſelves, for have 
you already forgotten rhat you ( 1 mean the people ) were dividcd in your 
opinions; many grudged at thecherpe of that Aﬀaire, whence it was hard | 

( if poſſible ) for them ſeaſunably to rai/e mony to maintaine the ſuite. (I my. 
elf know who were then as hor againft the raiſing of money for that Pur» 

. Poſe ( and cry our it was iNegall ) as:now hot for the Patent, and ready 
to cty out upon the loſſe of rhar as illegall; but 1 will not prejudice any - 
'man-.) Oihers were ſo affraid of being annexed to Yorke, chatthey thought 
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/ab-Ge,beft-way to ſubmit without more a doe, ſo. that they might be annex- 
+ &d to the Bay Surely you cannot forget theſe things, by which ( comeing 
| from the people by their Deputyes ) it is reaſonable.to think. that the Ge- 
| neral] Aſſembly was moved to make that Submiſſjon ts the King, and in all. 
' . Reaſon it was much better ſo,;..than for want of money, to. have had a. 
| Jogonent given againſt us upon a Nivil-Dicie, or Contempt, ' and it is 


; Poſſible, that if thoſe who refl:.ſo hard upon chzm had ben under the. 
.Jame Circymſtances, they would have done the ſame thing. or worſe. 
Therefore methinks they might be. a little conſidered, and net made the. 
ſcorn of the people. | x 
 Seventhly, Conſider your-+ Profeſſion, we are all Proteſtants, I hope 
» there-is not a Papiſt in. our Limits, | know not any : and we profeſle ro 
\ belfeve{ rejecting humane Traditions ). That the. word of God, is the one= 
+ by and ſufficient Ryle of Faith and Manners. And do we not there finde 
Y that Swe word of Propheſie, to which we may do well 10 lake lerd, as to a light 
that ſhines in a Dark place, which doth direCt and counſci] us, .To fear the 
Jorg and the King, and» not to meddle with thoſe that are given to change; 
- To Keep the Kings Commandment, aud that in.reg ard of the Outh of God, To 
> Give anto Caſar the things that are Caſar's, and to God the things that 
are God's, To Stuly to.be quict, and to be ſubjeft to Principalities. and powers 
(; becanſe they are of God.) and to cbey pm cy: To ſubmit our felves to evee 
ry ordinance of man for the*Lord's ſake, whether jt be to the King as ſupreame, or 
_ wo Governours 45 anto thoſe that are ſent by him for the. puniſhment of evil dcers 
" and. rhe praiſe: of them that ao well; for ſo i the will of God, that with well do 
img, we. may-put to ſilence the ignorance of fooliſh men, &c, and, Not to dee . 
fpiſe Government, nov 10 ſpeaks ei! of: Dignitzes ? . Theſe are ſound Dott- 
rines, and will wgll conſt with the proteſtant Religion ( elſe we had. - 
reaſon to be aſhamed of it _) and it were to. be wiſhed, Fhat theſe among us 
who arc the ſc..lt of the earth & Light of the world would ſeaſon the people by» 
patting them in mind ( as Paul commands. Titus ) of thoſe great Duties 4 | 
necaſfary for theic perilous days, wherein men are ( as was prophecied they 
would be) ſo apt to be Traiters, heady & high mind<d, and to deſpiſe Go- 
vernment. Therefore before we proceed in this Atfaire, conſider what ours 
Religion will gain by it, an Ornament or a Blott, and whether we ſhall not 
give Occaſion to adverſaries ( that ſeek occalion ) to blaſpheme the name & 
peake ewill of the waics of Gad amongſt us. ; 
,* * Eighthly, Conſider th2 time and ſtre of affaires in the Chriſtian world- 
; - If any thing be true of that which comes to us it ſcems, it is a time where- 
in there js a ſtrong engagement to root, out, the Proteſtant we gimme. 
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"Europe is upon this. account in flames, the Ax is laid to'ovr bwn Root; if * 
'be ſo, it is a time wherein we had need to ſtrer.grhen the things that are weake, 


, ty, and to unite heaven and Earth if poſſible, for the preſervation of our: 


. £ 
to join heart and hand together againſt French and Pagan: Force-and Cruel- 


ſelves 2nd poſterity, and for the. Defence of the cauſe of God and his Truth 
with us; furely this is no tine to: fall to Faftion and parties, to tread 
down the Government that is lefr, ( too weak already. ) to diſturb att ob-1 
ſtru&t the Courſe of Juſtice, To confound the Militia, that no man ſhall: 
know whome to Command: nor whome to Obey, and to promote privare ' 
intereſts, ard therefore ſet every man's hand againſt his Brother, unleſle - 
we-deligne to rume all. * 1 wiſh there be not ſome Jeluit that has foiſted 
in this Projelt amongſt them in the Bay arid ns here, as the moſt probale ' 
| way tornin us at this time; for it is the old trade of that'Diabolic4l ſort - 
* of ryen by their plauſible crafry Counfells, to make .proteſtants” deitroy 


themſelves, by ſtirring up, and fomenting divitions among them; and? - 


promateing any thing which tends thereto, the which, how naiurally & 
"neceſſarily they will flow from this-proceeding is eaſy to ſhew : but ic is. 


'betcer t0 be filent than by ſpeaking to ſhew men the way which they are | 
too ready to-run into | wy | » 4 


Ninethly. More might be ſaid, but: the laſt Conſtderation that 1 halt off - 


er { and which 1 think may fatisfy'any reafonable man ) is, That it is knowW-' 


*the Countrey is in daily Expectation of Orders from the-Crowne of  Eng«: : 
lard, for the Scitleing and Regulating of the Government, thoſe Ordery ' 
will either contradict or overthrow your EleCtion, or elſe COUntenance anQ* 


Encourage It: + | a 

If they overthrow it, to what end ts it fÞ hold a Court, ( if we could: 
bold a Court ) to meke Elefion, to change and turn things -up-ſide 
dawn, and hereby put the Countrey ( which is poor enough allready } to 
unnoſlary Charge, and know not how to defray tt when we bave done, and 
£0 run the 122zard of difplexſure from the ſupreame power abroad, and. of 
maxing Divition and Miſcaici at home, 2nd all for an imaginary Govern= 
ment, which may poiſibly lelt for a week or a moneth.' Sapiens jncizit 
a Fine, 

If the Orders that ſhall come dy conntenance and encotraze toan Fletie 
'on, they will be ſuch as wiil enable us to it, and fo we ſhall preſerve e 
good Aſpef; abrozd, and Unity and Peace et home; what necd then cf 
fuch Haite? Theſe things cannot be ſrooken xgainit. And the Town» 
Clerke of Ep»e/:5 could fay, that theſethings being ſo, you ought to be quiet 
'& ao nuthing raſhly. 0 


. 
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But ſome ſay, We ſhall ſoofe our day if we ds not proceed now. TI'Ann 
{wer, There is nothing in that, for if you- have ſufficient Warrant fron? 


x the Crowne of England, to enable you to the thing, you will be enabled: 
F as toa Day, and Perſons, and what elſe is. needful-. which now you are: 
| Not, as before was ſaid. | 


- But ſay others, If we bave-an Eleftion before theſe. Orders come, we- 


| ſhall be in a Capacity to capitulate, and ſo obtain the better termes, &c.- 


} 


_ "> 
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I anſwer this is a grgatmiſtake, It will be a mighty Diſadvantage ; for it- 
will be a wonderfull thing if- you be not look d upon -and dealt with as: 
Criminalls. 2 

Again, Whome do-you-mean to Capitulate-with'?- Surely # will be- 
good manners for.us to Aske, and not to Command ; to Follow our Lead- 
ers and&-not to go before them. 

But ſome think, Theſe are ſmall matters that will be over-look'd, and- 
eaſily pardoned, we need not ſtand upon ſuch nicetyes- 

But | Anſwer how ſmall they are will be beſt ſeen afterwards, and it - 
is. better not toneeda pardon, than to preſume upon getting one. 

- From all theſe Conſiderations 1 conclads, that our ſtrength is to fit ſtills 

and therefore do adviſe | 

That inſtead of moving+towards an Eleftion, the: Judges and Juſtices in 
the ſeveral]. Counties, conſidering their. Commiſſions which they have re- . 
ceived and the Oathes which they have-taken, for. the fairbfull Execution 
of them, and Remembring, that the Judgement is not man's but God's . 
who. is with them in the Judgement, they take Courage and do it ; andin__ 
Order thereto Unanimouſly Declare, that they will Maintain and Ex-. 
erciſe the, Government (.in their-Hegree ) according.to their Commiſſions, 


in Conformity to the Lawes which-are the Rules of their-Commiſſions, & 


| 


, 
[0 


the true and-.propper- Bulwarks of the. Subje&ts juſt Libertyes, being 
carefull to do nothing contrary thereto, to the beſt of their underſtanding 2 - 
&.tbat the good People here do willingly & cheerfully ſubmir & yield obes- . 
dience to the ſeverall Officers in their ReſpeCtive places, as their Duty Iz. 
untill ſuch time as fufficicat Warrant ſhall come from the Crown of Eng« 
land for other Orders. And in the meane time, we all wich one conſent * 
Life up our hearts with 0un banas t0 God in the Heavens for a happy Compoe . 
ſure of theſe Commotions in-Enpland and thoſe other Kingdomes, for the 
Reſtitution, Security and propagation. of the Goſpel], true Religion and - 
Worſhip of God; and for the preſerving ard eſtabliſhing of the peace and 
liberty of his people thers and hexe,. and eli6-where throughout the world - 
to the glory of God, This. 


—— 
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This Courſe is-regular, innocent; offenfive to fone, and moſt; ſafe for?” - 
our ſelves and ours: but if the people will not be adviſed, 1 very much”, 
fear-that the iſſue will not be like a Tree of Life, or the delire ſatisfied, ' 

' fe tru}y .I-ſhould not at this time have given you or my ſelfe this trouble. : 1 

The Opinion, and Reſolution of the other Juſtices I know not, but for- 

my part, I am plaine, and I mvuft declare & proteſt againſt an Election at. -: 

the preſent, as that which is juſtly cienſive.rothe ſupreame Power, in whoſe* ; 

bands ſoever it js; or: ſhall be, and pernicious to our felves; and if_the* | 

people ſhould willfolly proceed torit, it will remaine' for the- Juſtices to : 

- Conſider whether-the Law and their Oathes don't require them-to'make- - 

aRecord of jt, and Certifie it into the Chapcery, &c- Byt I hope -thers: 

| will none enforce to ſuch things, and-l pray that you may all A& undex | 

; 'the Influence of the God of.peace and order. And in Teltimony that this/ | 

_ Opinien and Advice, I have hereunto ſet my. hand, on-the.cighth day- | 
of May 168g. 4 S 


5 . .. Pacem te, poſcimus omnes. .  \i#3. 4 
Peace is the Tranquillity of Qrdery thappſoce Ont is«the- onely. rights 
| Way to.Peace. | | | F. 
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od Letter. to Gerſhom Bulkeley E/q-;-: (oh of theiv: A ſes JuPices of: - 
Peace inthe County of Hartford.) from « frjend-in. the Bay... 1” 2s 


Sir, | Bo 1s | . 43 
Have ſeen your Letter -referring to the Governmentof © onvefticht Co-'- 
lony DireCted unto Col' 7 reate and other Gentlemen there, and'bgmg*. 
very well acquainted-with the papers and paſſages yourrefer to -aad the? | 
Truth -of -them ſeverally : - | earneſtly expefted the Anſwer,  @ Wt» 

treamely neceſſary for the Vindication ofthe aſſumed Government: in your* * 
paris, if at leaſt they mean to continue their Allegiance and Nependance* 
upon the Crowne of England, or to hold their Majeſties SubjeQts 'in. thoſe- | 


) parts in Obedience to them. But, for that 1 heare nothing in their De=+ 
| Tence, 1 muſt be allowed to gueſle, that cither thoſe Gentlemen have Ore | 


® 


1 


4 
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Cas from their Mojeſtigs unknowne to any,. thus to advatice themifelves, 
., oxthat they mean rocaſt off: their Dependance &-Obedience to the Crown 
- of: England: - The firſt of thete is diſhonourable to ſyppoſe, -the Hatter will 
g"<o9 in the utter. Ruin of the. Engliſh intereſt here, and leave ws a prey to al 
'  Naetjons; when the wild:-bcaſt jhail paſſe by and tread down toe Thiſte, 
: »But whatſoever be the Opinion or Reſentment of your Gentlemen, I'wili 
+ BJure:you fir the goed people here ( that are fo far. quitr of the fright agd 
' "hurry of che late and preſent.confuſion in theſe. parts) wiſly that the-men of 
\ Sgchem had thearkened unto Jorh:m, that God n1ght bave kearkened wio them 
; »and fear leſt the-preceeding here as well 'as with yon, being -plaivly .re- 
_ -preſented e£ home, * ſhould alarm ajuſt and wiſe Prince, to take ſorre ſe- 
-- Vere method to keep the- people.of theſe Colonies ina more ftrit Obegie 
SERCE. to the Crowne of England than will agree with onr-preſent licentious 
Ine bu vp Agginth there being amongſt us men-not of the leaſt intereft 
{That daily ſay, they will not be ſhuffled our of their Allegiance. 
' - Whenirſhall be fcen and underitood that the Noiſe of a French P LOT, 
anda Maqua's PLOT, - A-Plot-ta BURN the TOWN of BOSTON ant 
[on SACRE: the PEOPLE, -neither. have nor ever-had the leaſt ſhadow 
.-of ruth, bat-a pure Malicious Invention onley, tb perſwade the Commons. 
zpeople into an il} Qpinion of thoſe appointed to'rule & Govern them, and 
"whom in Duty'& Conſcience they ought to obey, =nd being in that man- 
tner-amvfed were-puſhed and -hurried'into ſach a Riſing and Convullion of 
ithe:Government; wichour ever conſidering the effect - | ; 
” Ang when it ſhall be told ( as now too truly it ray) that the Effet of. 
-thele changes, are the total] Subverſion of their Majeſties Government, the 
4 b'of the Garriſon at Pemraquids the County of Cor: wall, the Frovince of 
-Aaiiundorher parts, Severall hundreds of their Majiſties fubjets', the - 
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” 
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{#Fifhery and Lnmber trade, the-Running:away-of many of onr people, who 
'*Tnrn ' Pirates -and do their Countrymen and neighbours the ſame Miichiefs 
\ "that the Alpcrives do upon the Coalts of the Chriſtians, whilſt their Mzjelkies 
| 'Ship of 'Warre is diſmantled and mace: vizlefle, the moſt injuft, long, & 
[*cxuc}]” Confinement-and impriſonment of the Governour, ({ who was both 
-capable:znd aRive on all occaſions for the pubtick good and fafety of the 
"Lountrey. ) feverall of the Counci!l, 'ard other perſons imploy'd in -pub- 
lick. Office in the Government, ( an Att, for uw bich the eAncricar: werld can. 
' ſhew no-Example or Parzllel} ) and the Committing of the greateſt Routs 
"and Riots, cven on the Szbbath day, and many other inconveniencies that 
«daily grow upou vs : ſurely all ſobcr and thinking men cannot but ſce the 
*Folly and-Errour of theſe things, and wiſh that day hed never been, _ 
vi . o WE. x 'Oal 
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Intffoccafion'd ſo great miſthieſs and miſcryes,.. of which we-all” Bo the: | 
Beginning, but none can: tell the end. | LE To Y ud 
| have alwaies conſidered the Miniſtry of this Countrey as that. whigh- 
the people cane inco this Wilderneſs-:0 ſee, and | hope it ſhall never be « 
Recd ſhaken with the wind, and their preſent influence in all parts of the-- 
Gountrey to move the. people to bethink themſelves of their Cavſeteſſe &: 
unaccountable Prejadices, Wrath and Rage, their ungodly Ceeds, and : | 
hard Speeches one againſt another ; and to- diſpoſe them ro their Datyes - 
and Obedience to-their Majzſties Government as eſtabliſhed and-appointed: | 
over them from the. Crawn of England, and that they would prove thems - 
ſelves tobe Children that will not Lye, that God may become their Saviour 3, .- 
_ 1s humbly offered as a- great part of their Province. * * . © 
\.* I am ignorant whether from any in thefe parts you have been written - | 


unto . ſince your letter was made publick-here, but 1 am ſure-your Reaſons*- 
will be found rrae, agreeable to Religion and Law, and. what: you have *; 
ſaid againſt an ElcCtion, is as true againſt an Aſſumption z and what 1s true * 
of the Avoidance of the Charter of Conne@icut, is much more true of that .| 
of the M:ſſachnferts z and how a dependant part of the or yo mnt; 
- legally come at Government, at leaſt thecoercive part: © Ki; 


it, "WI NOL : 
Grant from the Crowne, being-not: to be-found-. in the ordinary Reading 
of the Law; may. be enquired for--at- Delphos. . TIRES 
We often ſay, that.every man has a pope in his belly, but Thope nebadype 
tends to have a King there, whatever Soveraignty mefi take to theme 
of opinions in Religion, the Government expe&s by-private- perſons td hal 
'treated with more Diſtance & Difference, and will certainly be obeyed? el 
Sr. | have known you long a true Lover of your Countrey, of Integritys* 
and ſervice in your-place & ſtation, and account your Plainneſ$:to -your-- 
Countrymen in this great Aﬀaire as-the beſt Service you could offer themg?”. 
, andam deeply ſorry if any other opinion be taken thereof amonglt the peo. : 
ple, howerer 1 perceive you have what you expeCted, and the Rewards of : 
Vertue and publique Service are not ſoon nor eaſily gotten: EY 3 
That all theſe things may have a happy Compyſure, and their Majeſties--- 
Subjects in this their L>2ominion a due & true ſence of their Duty & Allegi-- 
ance ( which can onely make theſe Plantations happy & flouriſh ) I am very 
ſure is your deſire as welj as of ( Sir. ) your Friend-& Seria nt &c..: 


- ) 


The Writeing delive:ed to James Rnfſſell of Charleſtowne: Eſq 3- by Thomas 
Greaves Eſq; Jrdge of their Alajeſiies inferiour Court of - Pleas, 1d one of their 4 
Majrſties Juſtices of the Peace Within the County of Middleſex... | id 
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i Be |  T187- | | 
. +10 James Ryfſell of Charleflowne Erqz to be: communicated toruny others 
that arcin like manner with your telf concerned hrrein, { 
. Sir; Foraſmuch as I am credibly informed, that your ſelf with ſome, other  pre« 
"rended Muygiſtrates do imterd on the firſt Tueſday in Ofteber next, to meet toger ror 
oat Cambridge tv creep @ prezended Court of Fudicature, not having any lawſul at= 
thority from var Soveraipne- Lord and: Lady King William © Queer Mary gr 
. &bleing you ſo to ab, [| therefore conſedering the obligation Ilycing np»n me, by the 
"Commiſſion of the Peace for this County of Middleſex, as alſo by & Commiſſion 
..t0 be Judge of the inferiour Court of Pleas in ſuid County, both from the Crowne 
of England ; ntither of which ( altho I have by the late I umults ( not yet flilled)) 
been hundred from executing the power therein to me comminted ) is yet legally va- 
'eared, or ſuperſeded : I can dy no lefſe ro ſhew my Loyalty to the Crowne of Enge 
Jand than to fognify wnto you, that any ſuch Meeting cau be look'd upon no otherwiſe 
than as contrary to the, peace of our Soveraigne Lord & Lady King William & 
, Queen Mary their Crowne & Dignity: andtherefore 1 muſt on their Majflies bee 
haife warne you, that you preſume not to 5ſſen-ble at Cambridge or any other platg 
within this County, for any ſuch unlanfull purpoſe aforeſaid; but that you do dt all 
. times bear, good Faith. & Allegiance to their. ſacred: Majrſties, as you will anſwer 
© . the contrary at your peril. © _. | Et EC "A 
' 3; -Datcd-in Charleftowne this-2 1ſt day of September in the Þyſt:yeave of the Reigne 
' "Of our Soveraign Lord & Lady Kirg William & Queen Mary; Annoq; Dom 168g, 
The Anſwer of Thomas Greaves Eſq. to Mr. Broaaſtreere & the Gentlemen 
' metatthe Town-houſein Boſton concerning the aforeſaid Writing. _ _ ; 
 . ; 4, Thomas Greaves being ſummoned to make his appearance at Boſton; on rhe 
*24 of Septemb. 168g. at which time Mr, Broadſireete produced « paper which was 
Iſhewed Mr. Greaves, demanding if bekrew it, (who anſwered he did ) it mas. pro= 
ſed for a reading, but Ar, Greaves made anſwer, they nerd not give themſelves 
” that trouble, for be fully knew the contents, .& owned it to be kts alt; but it was reads, 
- "after Reading Mr. Broadſtreete made a ſpcech to Mr. Greaves, in fine ſaying be 
. --would ſay ro more til Mr. Greaves made anſiver: which he 4d ready prepared = 
in Writirg as folowath, Viz. GORE, WO ps ; 
As to the paper delivered ta Mr. James Riſ-ll T judge I did biit my duty in it, and 
; Yhereforc c:tnnot inconſcience recede-from it, & I ſhall be ready r9-an{wer King Willd. 
.am & Oneen Mary-whenſoever they or any autnwized from them ſhaltkeall me to #6e 
F Tort for the ſame. Tam ſworneto the Crown of Fr,gland.& your. ſr | ves bave procleve 
-med. King William &F Q:cen Mary to be the rightfull Soveraigns of the Realme:& 
* Territories belonoing thereunto, & therefore I cannit own any lawfull authority in a= 
{ 799 until 1 be legally informed that they have Commiſſion ſrom their Sacred Majcſt yes. 
| | 'Thomas Greaves. , 
| #FINIS, 
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